
  Mariana DeMarco, 16, of 
Smithtown and Anna Craddock, 
11, of St. James are working as 
mentor and student.  Mariana, a 
sophomore at Smithtown High 
School West, is a featured soloist 
at Seiskaya Ballet.  She will be  
performing several major roles 
in the company’s annual Nut-
cracker production at the Stony 
Brook University’s Staller Cen-
ter for the Arts.  Regarded as LI’s 
premier Nutcracker production, 
the performances are December 
15-23.
   This season Mariana DeMarco 
will reprise the roles of Clara and 
Dew Drop as well as Chinese 
and Flower Soloist, roles for 
which she has won widespread 
praise.  “In the role of Clara, 
Mariana DeMarco displays ex-
ceptional fluidity, beautiful lines 
and sensitivity to the music with 
each movement.  She lights up 
her character with brilliant stage 
presence…” glowed Roy Brad-
brook in a Dan’s Papers review.  
In the 2007 BESFI Benefit at 
the Staller Center, Brookhaven 
Review contributor Michelle 
Isabelle-Stark exclaimed, “Act 
I finished with ...  [the] La Fille 
Mal Gardée pas de deux with 
featured soloist Mariana DeMar-
co partnered by Boyko Dossev 
[Boston Balet]. Ms DeMarco, a 
petite but incredibly strong danc-
er, perfectly captured the playful 
spirit of young love investing her 
jumps and beats with both tech-
nical precision and a joyful airi-
ness.”
   “Mariana and Anna have many 
similarities,” according to Seiska-

ya Ballet Artistic Director Mme. 
Valia Seiskaya.  “Both diminu-
tive in stature, they have great 
elevation in their jumps, are ef-
fortless with their turns, have tre-
mendous flexibility and are very 
athletic.  Although they compete 
in separate age categories, both 
have won several scholarships 
and captured numerous awards.  
Anna won top honors at the first 
BESFI Challenge Ballet Compe-
tition in 2006 and garnered 2nd 
place in the 2007 Metro Teen Tal-
ent Competition held in Brook-
lyn.  Mariana captured 3rd at the 
BESFI Challenge and swept to 
1st place at the Metro Competi-
tion.  The dancers both danced 
with distinction at the 2007 
American Ballet Competition in 
Miami, FL.   Anna was among 
a select few to attend the inau-
gural American Ballet Theatre’s 
(ABT) Young Dancers’ Summer 
Workshop in NYC.  Mariana at-
tended the ABT program in Ala-
bama for two summers and last 
year attended the New York State 
Summer School of the Perform-
ing Arts at Saratoga, NY.”
   Anna’s roles in the Seiskaya 

Mariana DeMarco and Anna Craddock in a rehearsal session.

Mariana DeMarco on stage as the Chocolate Soldier in the Nutcracker.

Two Petite Dynamos
Mariana DeMarco of Smithtown and Anna Craddock of St. James

By Phillip L. Sciarillo

Ballet’s Nutcracker this season 
include  Girl at the Party, Soldier 
and as a Sheep.   “I am sure that 
Chocolate Soldier is in Anna’s 
future,” noted Seiskaya.  Mari-
ana has established an enviable 

resume and is headed for the 
rank of principal dancer.  Anna is 
on the same track.”
   Both dancers will be appearing 
December 15 & 16 and 22 & 23 
in Seiskaya Ballet’s  Nutcracker 
at the Staller Center.  The eight 
performances are Saturdays at 
2PM & 7PM and Sundays 1PM 
& 6PM.  Complete performance 
information plus on-line ticket-
ing are available at Seiskaya Bal-
let’s www.nutcrackerballet.com.  
For telephone orders, the Staller 
Center Box Office is available at 
(631) 632-ARTS (attended Box 
Office hours are Monday-Satur-
day noon-6PM).  Tickets are: $34 
for adults and $29 for children and 
seniors.  Groups of 20 or more are 
available at $25/person. 
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